SURFACE PREPARATION AND CLEANING ...

Plastic blast media
comes of age
Confinued form pape o

Bacalss the uss of plastc media provides the
ideal caombinafion of conirel and suUEsimake pro-
tection, the development B seen of baing of
parficular note whare relafively delicale appli-
calons are requirsd  Agan, the company
Righlights paint remowval from aicrafl during
miainienence and relurtshment procedures
a6 wedl as the lnosening of deposis from glass
fibre boals a5 prime examgles where s ben-
efils ane well ilestrabed

Alongeids thie genersl chalce of plesic
media, however, Macdnis has also devel-
pped speciic products wihin e range that
have besn shown 0 be highly efective for
Evan mora pracias spplications. One exam-
iz i 'PolyFlash', a palvcarbonate deflashing
media, which is farmed from extruded poly-
carborale rather than the bl spedlicaton
Type W' allemative. PolyFlash is well suted
for da-flashing plastics and can akso ba sup-
plied 88 cryogenic grede for rubber remaval,
WyHash' is anddher esamphe = affering lower
darsity than PolyFlesh, | s iyplcally uead for
de-flashing plaslic components o delicade
casings and kB ideal for use in a wheal of air
blaegt wystem,

*Apart from the manufacturing and angl-
reEhing Secors, there are a nlmier of olfer
spplication arass for plastic media which are
bacoming increasingly popular,” says Kent
Mertin. “Thess Include meterial for blasting
buikiings and slonework = markedly diferent
from the pracision engineeanng sactor but of
paicular note because of the environmenial
benelits the producis offer”

Each balch of meda is assessed in the
compeny'e fully equipped teating facliy o
ersure  consistent guality standards
Product development Ig continually in the
spotlight through a focus on laising wih
customars to develop new applications
whene appropriate = all fully suppoted by
comprehensive tachnical assistance.

“Ias' Anis & now a genuine global suppli-
er and we have & wide network of detnbu-
tors and agents throughoul the world,” com-
ments Seen Willame, the company's nbar-
ratioral accaunt manager. “indesd, we are
proud 1o have rigan 1o becoma one of the
top five producers of plastic blast meda,

“Thie growth hag baen based on product
guality, kechnical excellence and a wiling-
ness o buld relabtonships with detnbwtons
and azsist growth,” he continues, “and akso
from our strong position of b=ing able to
offer all soktions o sudace preparation
prablems from owr lerge etocks held at our
pramises in Sheffield ™

“We are confident that owr growing

range of plastic meda reflecls greater
ewareness af ite benefits across our cus-
tomer base,” adds Kent Martine®  “In con-
junczion with eguipment and sendces from
our METS and MSE dvisions respeciively,
wa baliava this is an area whera the growth
in s=les that we have seen in recent imas
iz 3et 1o camtinue.”

Mac’Ants — the “one-stop” shop

Iy Bl clitlcon, te M e Gpdrticen (m She Teeld of plastic mdin, thea Mac'Ants Group priges
itanll an bsing a trus "one-atap-shap” Tor aufacs preparation and blast firahing squipmen
and servicos.

The compary suppes alumira:based maienals fram siingemtly conlraled fusion and gracing
phri::mﬂ-;h nduding Chira Incia and Fasiern Eurepe, as well as other modia typaes, ndud-
ing gless baads, slicons carbides, prochicks, e penidable ard nahral minarals,

Added to this, e METS Division of Mac'Anks works closely with both e abeasive and plas-
fic: Frpeci elerments of e business inproviding @ eomphimeniaeg meges of spplcston squipmenl,
This inchudes suface finishing machines, cabinets, bast marmes and whesked machines 2= wael

Al range of surfaca freshing processes ard re-ceating faakties.

Wi the bwin ams of mpraved peiformance and eriaranmantal befisrmem, e Mac'Anls
Craun mainkaines a leng-stendng commimen o product, equipment and sendce inmovation 1S
EICGees N processng and recycing malesial ae well as in developing technigues s ae plas-
lie: reedian slrpping are evidenie al its lecding poslion in hs fiekl nesd, i aothiliss o e
rezycding and m-procrssing secior bring thi arganisaben beck ull arcie e s ongirs, Inoparic:
ular, the re-processing of spert alumina, glass and plashics inba construction and redractarg male-
riaks peates faslimony o s onoing axpedtea,

Thie M Ants Group & seo & supply pertnes o e AsnChemicak: Group brand — the dynam-
i aliarce ol inlamedonal specialels. Seen by oostomens o o mark al cordicknce and
ty it is @n admeement which pasbons Mac'ims ina global conteed within which & has a closse
isen wath othor graup mambars wha have achowed isacing pesitions as imemabianal specialk
kb in e aencspace sechor Tel; 07909 552500, Wi MAacaiie o uk
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Automatic system increases thruughput

& rocont  owample  of
Moo’ Ants ‘METS' blast fin-
iahing aguipmant In eeton
ks pictured hare, The pur-
pose-designed system has
achieved a six-fold incroose
in throughput at one of the
couniry's laading aupslars
of rubbear and matsd findah-
ing sarvices — Birmingham
based, Blastrim.

The facilty is dedicatnd o
the remowval of fux deposits
In hour spacitic weldad anaes
al sunmcd frames dastinad
far a highly prestigous auio-
mictva DERM. Blasirim’s cus-
tomar — spacialist manules-
turar Wabasio — uses & wald in gach of tha tramas” four cofmars to Fmad short fubas that in
burm link b0 1he pameks’ drainsge systam. This can leave doposits from each welkd thal, urniees
rernoneed, could inhilil the eventual painting process and polentially afiect the high quality far
whiich thie marques has a leading raputation

T'he previously manual operation has now bean fuly automatad wih the Mac'Anls equip-
ment, enabiing Blasirim to maat signfcantly increasad production lumercund demands, &a
Tachnical Managar Nigal Beme eaplaing: "Inilialy, solumas ware such thal we wera abble o
el Wehasio's requirements wia manual processing.  Mow, with the new inslallation, we
can meet dramatically increased demand, which calls far up to 275 individual roof panels poer
day 1o be propassed over the maxt 18 manths.”

Thi ssdf-ponlained blast cabinet faatuncs tour fiwed nozdes posionad o dredd chillad inon gr
Ikl madia af the walded fiings. The procees nive redquires: aach panel o b simply loaded fram
a mabile camier by hand onta guide rals, which position Se unis in The cabinel af the lowch ol a
mutton.  After completion, in ne mane than 1% seconds, the machine then ajects sech paned for
cleaning-of and placemant onio & sapamba camer Tor onward shipping 1o the customes. Thia
aufomalic procass nalonly now mests tha throoghgut requiramant bul slso produces & high-
Iy constatent, high quality result.  Akso, becausa it @ sell-contained, thar s no significant
andranmeantal impact lor the opealon.

Thas irstallation aof tha blast cabinet is just the labest of o series of projocts undertaken by
the kac'Anks Group over tha last tivo yaars far Blastrim. Tha argantaation also supplies bast
media lor atihar spplications, notably ite cnyogenic da-flashing operation — the company
an of only fao in the UK 1o offer this sandca.
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